VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD

WEST END ASSOCIATION

The West End Association was formed two years ago when a local businessperson, Paris Allison, went to the
Central Connecticut Chambers of Commerce and wanted to know what could be done to organize the people
of the West End and bring about much needed neighborhood change. Under the direction of Mike Nicastro, the
Chamber began a series of meetings with West End business leaders and interested people that resulted in the
formation of The West End Association.

The Association took inspiration from the City of Bristol West End Study done by the Capstan Group. In that study,
it was recommended that a strong neighborhood association would be necessary to create a political influence and
promote the necessary changes. In determining the mission statement we took wording directly from the study.
That statement gives us our focus and defines our goals.

We have decided that neighborhood unification has to
start with the people living in the West End. Last year we
sponsored, with The Friends of Fisher House and Thomaston
Savings Bank, a summer festival in Rockwell Park. We had
Sports competitions, entertainment, venders, food and
more. This giant “block party” served to feature the park and
to bring the neighborhood together and meet each other.

Next we came up with a novel idea. Lets have an annual fund
raiser that promotes Bristol Business and gets the city talking
about the Association. The “Taste of Bristol” event was born.
People who bought discount tickets could enjoy 20% off
their food bill in the participating restaurants for an entire
month. The promotion was a huge success as we sold over
1,000 tickets, all promoting local businesses.

As the Association continues forward we are planning “clean up days” where we roam the West End picking up
litter and meeting the residents. We also plan “West End Mixers” where we promote a West End business and try to
meet more of the residents. Our big event, The Rockwell Park Summer Festival, will be on Saturday, August 17th.
We are promoting the festival on our own this year and we are planning an even bigger party for the residents. Our
goal is to bring the residents together, meet each other and enjoy the park.

The Association is fortunate to have a dedicated group of volunteers who have devoted their personal time and
funds to get the group organized and rolling. The Association members truly believe in the mission statement and
work tirelessly towards the goals of improving the neighborhood. We realize the strategic importance of being
located next to Bristol’s soon to be revitalized downtown. We also understand that all of Bristol's residents have a
vested interest in the West End as all of our property values are tied to the weakest areas.

Together we can raise awareness, create a political force, educate our residents, stomp out blight and make some
real changes in the resident’s lives.

The mission of the West End Association shall be to help create and maintain a safe, friendly, and family oriented
neighborhood, filled with thriving businesses, convenient public transportation, attractive amenities and activities.
We envision that people in the neighborhood will demonstrate their pride by taking responsibility for the ongoing
care of their homes and businesses, the parks and river, and one another.



